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By this time in London, there was an already established community of 
playwrights. In 1595, Shakespeare was named as one of the senior 
members of the Lord Chamberlain's Men. This was an acting company 
that performed before the court during Queen Elizabeth’s reign and by 
1603 had become one of the two leading companies in London. The 
company’s name was changed to The King’s Men after King James took 
the throne. Shakespeare was named the official playwright of the King of 
England.  This was one of Shakespeare greatest honors in his early career.

By 1596, Shakespeare was granted a Coat of Arms for his family name. 
This allowed Shakespeare to call himself a "gentleman.” With his new 
found fortune in 1597, he purchased the second largest house in 
Stratford which he called New Place. Later, he began buying up land 
around Stratford. One year later, Shakespeare became a ten percent 
owner of the new purpose built theatre in London, the famous Globe 
Theatre. He is often called “The Bard of Avon” or simply “The Bard.”

Shakespeare retired in 1611. He returned to Stratford and in 1616 
Shakespeare died. In his will, he left his second-best bed to his wife. 
During this era, that would have been a sign that his marriage may not 
have been a happy one.

There are only two known portraits of William that still exist today; 
the widely used engraving of William Shakespeare by Martin 
Droeshout first published on the title page of the 1623 First Folio and 
the monument of the great playwright in Stratford's Holy Trinity 
Church in Stratford.
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In 1642, the Globe was closed by the Puritans. Two years later, it was 
destroyed to make room for tenements. 

On June 29, 1613, the Globe Theatre caught fire during a performance 
of Henry the Eighth. A theatrical cannon, set off during the 
performance, misfired, igniting the wooden beams and thatching. 
Luckily, no one was hurt in the fire.

In 1599, William Shakespeare built a theater in London, England. 
Shakespeare and his company, the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, named the new 
theater The Globe.

The actual size and shape of the Globe is 
unknown. Evidence suggests that it was a 
three-story, open-air amphitheatre 
approximately 100 feet in diameter. It is also 
believed that it could house up to 3,000 
spectators. 

An area at the base of the stage was called 
the pit. The lower class or groundlings paid 
a penny to stand on dirt to watch the 
performance.  Around the pit were three 
levels of stadium-style seats, which were 
more expensive than standing room.

The stage or platform was called an ‘apron stage.’  The stage measured 
approximately 43 feet in width, 27 feet in depth and was raised about 5 
feet off the ground. On this stage, there was a trap door for use by 
performers to enter from the "cellarage" area beneath the stage.

Large columns on each side of the stage supported the roof which hung 
over the rear portion of the stage. The ceiling under this roof was called 
the "heavens," and was painted with clouds and the sky. A trap door in 
the heavens allowed actors to be lowered to the stage by the use of a 
rope and harness. The back wall of the stage had two or three doors on 
the main level with a curtained inner stage in the center and a balcony 
above it. The backstage area was called the "tiring house.” This was 
where the actors dressed and waited for their entrances on to the stage. 
The balcony housed the musicians and could also be used for scenes 
requiring an upper space, such as the balcony scene in Romeo and Juliet.
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