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Chapters 1 - 5

School during 1880 was very different from the way most kids attend school now. The
children had to do their chores early in the morning, before they went to school.
Many families were farmers, and most were poor. It was not uncommon for children
to attend school barefoot and in the same clothes they had worn the day before.
Most boys and girls had only one or two outfits. They saved one outfit for church
and the other one for school and play. They might wear one outfit for up to three
weeks before it was washed. Most children walked to school or rode in from out of
town (like Andi), so attendance was based on several factors including, weather,
chores, and sickness. And it was a long school day—from 8 or 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (not
counting the time it took to get there).

The schoolroom was cold in the winter and hot in the summer. Students of all ages
studied together in the same classroom, and they learned their lessons on their own.
The teacher called each “class” (students working in the same level) up to “recite”
what they knew. If they didn’t know the answers, they were sent back to their seats in
disgrace or punished with a rod or made to wear a “dunce” cap. No one could whisper
or turn around, but must sit still until recess. (No wonder Andi doesn’t like school!)

The teacher was called a schoolmarm (woman) or a schoolmaster (man). She/he ran a
very strict classroom. The teacher usually began the day by reading from the Bible,
and the class might sing a patriotic song about America. Sometimes the students
recited the Lord’s Prayer. The pupils received an hour for lunch and two recesses.
Sometimes unmarried teachers boarded with the families, spending the night at the
students’ homes and escorting the children to school the following day.

The subjects taught were the “Three R's”: Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic. Andi and
her classmates did their work on paper in “copy books” or on a slate, using a piece of
chalk. They used pencils and pens, as well. The pens had to be refilled from little
bottles of black ink, which the students kept at their seats. The pens were hard to
control and resulted in many dark, black ink blobs on the pages.

Most children only went to school until the 7th or 8th grade. The boys were needed
to work in the fields or went on to apprentice (learn) a trade like a blacksmith. Most
girls were learning skills that would prepare them for marriage.

Andi and her classmates used inkwells and pens at school.
Here’s a recipe taken from Home-Made Ink Recipe,
published in 1805. Even though it is from an earlier time, it
is fun to see how the ink was made: Mix 6 egg whites (They
used albumen) with 2 tsp. of fireplace soot. Slowly add
enough honey until you have a smooth, thin paste. Your ink
is now ready to use. You can use a sharpened stick or a
sturdy feather to write with. Try using your new “ink” for the
activities.

Craft Idea!

SAMPLE PAGE

Copyright 2009 A Journey Through Learning-Do not copy



Folder 1

Hamburger fold on middle
line. Cut out around the
shape of the inkwell. Glue
into lapbook. Andi makes it
clear that school is the last
place she wants to be. She
prefers to stay on the ranch
with her horse and her
brothers. After reading
chapters 1 – 5 and the
study guide, write one thing
you might have liked about
going to school in 1880 and
one thing you would NOT
have liked about it. If you
completed the craft idea
from the previous page, use
your ink to write in the
booklet.

Chapters 1 - 5

School
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Chapters 1 - 5

Ranchers raise cattle. People in the cities eat beef. The trick during the
1800s was getting the cattle from the wide-open rangeland (in the middle
of nowhere) to the hungry city folks back East. How do you suppose they
accomplished this task? By using roundups and cattle drives.

Andi’s brothers “round up” their cattle a couple of times a year—once in
the spring and again in the fall. The ranch hands gather huge herds of
cattle together in order to find and brand all the new calves. This is
important because unbranded cattle are “free,” and can be claimed by
anyone who can catch them. The cattle are then allowed to roam freely
across the vast rangeland of the Sierra foothills. They can mingle with
other ranchers’ cattle, since every rancher has his own brand.

In the fall, the cattle that have roamed all spring and summer have
fattened up and are ready to be rounded up for market. The ranch hands
spend weeks finding the hundreds (or thousands!) of cattle, branding any
late calves they missed in the spring, and culling (separating) out the
beeves that will be sold for meat.

The cattle are bunched together and “driven” to a railhead (train station),
where they are loaded up into cattle cars and shipped to stock yards back
east. In many states (like Texas), the rancher lives hundreds of miles away
from a railhead. He hires “drovers,” who push the cattle along trails to the
railhead. The cowboys make sure the cattle don’t stampede, or that
rustlers or Indians don’t steal the stragglers. It’s a miserable job: dust
from 1,000 cattle your face, crossing
rivers, watching the cattle all night,
and eating from a chuck wagon. The
trip could take up to three weeks!
But it was pretty good pay for all that
hard work.
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Folder 1

Cut out as one piece. Tri-fold with title
page on front. Glue into lapbook. Cut out
the title headings. Glue into lapbook.
Under each heading, write about what you
have learned from reading “What is
Roundup?”

Chapters 1 - 5

What is a
Roundup?
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What was life
like on a cattle

drive?

How did the
cattle get to the

different
stockyards?

When did a
roundup take

place?
How long did a
roundup usually

take?

What were
drovers?
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Flap Flap

Cut out the booklet as one piece. Fold the
back section up and then glue down the
flaps to form a pocket. Glue into lapbook.
Cut out the cards from the next page. Fill in
the information on each. When you have
finished, keep the cards in the pocket.

Ways
of Transportation

Folder 2

Hamburger fold

Chapters 2
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Each card below lists a form of transportation that Andi and her family
might have used for travel. On each card, write the purpose for each
vehicle was used for. Cut out and place in the “Ways of Transportation”
pocket.

Buggy Buckboard

Railroad Stage Coach

Chapters 2-10
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Cut out the booklet. Fold in half. Cut out the cover
sheet and glue onto the booklet. Mr. Foster tells the
class that they will begin each school day with a
Bible verse. The King James translation was the
only version available in 1880. The first passage
they read is Psalm 1 (read page 37.) In in your best
handwriting, copy the verse.

Folder 2

1- Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 - But his delight is in the law of the LORD;

Psalm
1:1-2

Chapter 4

Hamburger Fold
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