
Thank you for purchasing from A Journey Through Learning. We hope that you enjoy our unit 

study entitled An Overview of the 18
th
 Century. Getting started is easy. 

First, take the time to just browse through the pages to familiarize yourself with the layout. In 

this book, you will find 19 topics. 

Each topic has a(an):

* information page

*vocabulary study

 *correlating activity pages (sometimes two)

We have also included a blank United States map,  18
th
 century timeline pics and a 18

th
 

century presidents activity.

Information Page

Each of the topics has an information page to read to your child. Most topics have actual real-

life photographs included for your child to see. You will notice that some of the words in the 

information pages are either in bold letters or underlined. The words (or phrases) that are in 

bold are suggestions for further discussion with your child. These discussions are meant to 

further develop your child’s understanding of the topic. 

Vocabulary Study

The underlined words are vocabulary words. Read each sentence that contains the vocabulary 

word very carefully. It is important that your child hear the vocabulary words in context. Ask 

your child if he/she can get the meaning of the word from listening to the sentence it is 

contained in. Next, turn to the vocabulary pages in the back of the book.  Vocabulary study 

increases your child’s knowledge of the topic!

Activity Page

When your study of the topic is complete, it is time to go on to the activity that correlates with 

the topic. Some of these activities are more for fun while others are more challenging. All of 

them will enrich your child’s understanding and knowledge of each topic.

Colonial Trades

Includes activity sheets for telling about different trades during the 18
th
 century.

 

We hope you and your child are blessed by this study! Please check our website frequently for 

new products!

www.ajourneythroughlearning.com

Thanks again,

Paula Winget

Nancy Fileccia
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The Patriots

Patriots were those who lived in the new United States but 

did not like the idea of living under the rule of England. 

Patriots were known as “Rebels,ò because they rebelled 

against authority. They also called themselves “Sons or 

Daughters of Liberty.” About one-third of the colonies 

considered themselves patriots. They felt that King George III 

should not have the right to govern them. They wanted to be 

able make their own laws, vote, and rule their states the way 

they saw fit. 

The colonists did not like the fact that they had to help support and care for the British 

soldiers. The soldiers had been sent to the colonies to help provide protection from the 

Native Americans. In exchange for their service, the colonists had to provide food and 

housing for the soldiers.  The colonists did not like the control they felt King George had 

on them. 

In order to protest the British hold on them, the Patriots began taking steps to turn away 

from the king. Those who owned businesses would not stock British goods. They would 

not shop at British owned stores. They stopped drinking tea and became coffee 

drinkers instead. They invented a drink called ñliberty tea,” which they made out of 

brewing strawberry, mint and other leaves instead of using British tea.

Patriots called themselves “Americans” or “New 

Englanders.ò To identify themselves to other patriots, they 

wore a medal around their necks. The necklace had a picture 

of a tree on it. In many town squares, there was an actual 

tree called the “Liberty Tree.” It was used as the meeting 

place for the men. 
Liberty Tree

The number thirteen was a very symbolic number to the Patriots because they were 

made up of thirteen colonies. It was used as a secret signal in times of danger. Many 

women, because they did not feel they had a voice, would wear their hair in thirteen 

curls as a sign of support for the Patriots.
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Loyalists

Loyalists were people living in the new American colonies who 

were in favor of the support and protection of Britain. They liked living in 

this new country but enjoyed knowing that the laws and protection that 

they had in England stayed with them in America. The loyalists were 

also called “Royalists” or “Tories.” 

These colonists lived in fear of angering the king. They feared that 

if they did not follow what King George said that their friends and family 

in England would suffer. Many felt that the king's laws and rules were fair 

and did not understand why some colonists were so ungrateful. Some 

of the Loyalists even joined King George III in the fight by joining the 

British army. They became known as the “Red Coats” or Lobster Backs” 

because of the red outfits they wore. 

Loyalists had to pay excessive taxes as a punishment for 

supporting the King. In the new America, they were not allowed to 

acquire or sell land. They could not vote or hold public office nor could 

they be lawyers or teachers. They always lived in fear of being attacked 

by the Patriots.
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School During the 1700's

If you lived during the 1700's, going to school would be very different 

than it is now. School was held in a one-room building called a “school 

house.” Children ages 7 – 13 were taught together in the same classroom. 

At the age of 13, a child was thought of as an adult. A girl was expected to 

get married, and a boy was to work the family farm or business. Children 

got up very early to do their chores. After their chores, they walked long 

distances to get to the school. Not every town in the new America had a 

school. 

During the building of the thirteen colonies, most children were taught 

at home by their parents. Most children did not learn to read or write. They 

were taught the skills their parents knew. Girls were taught how to sew, 

cook, and become a wife. Once the Continental Congress was formed, a 

law was passed requiring a town that had more than ninety-nine families to 

build a school. 

Families had to pay special taxes to support the school. When the 

law was first passed, it was for only boys to attend school. Three breaks 

were given during the school day- a morning break, lunch and an afternoon 

break. During the afternoon break, a favorite game was “rounders.” It 

eventually became known as baseball. The students worked on a writing 

board called a hornbook. The main lessons were reading and writing. A 

school week was six days instead of five like today. It was longer because 

children only went to school during non-harvest months. Once the field was 

ready to be harvested, everyone, including the children, had to abandon 

school and work.
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A hornbook was used to practice the alphabet. Here are 

directions to make your own.

Step 1: On a piece of cardboard, draw a paddle shape. Cut it 

out. Cut a piece of paper the size of the paddle. 

Step 2: Copy the alphabet you see on the right onto your 

paper. (You may want to write regular looking letters. It’s up to 

you!) Glue this onto the paddle.

Step 3: Put a piece of plastic wrap (Saran Wrap) over the 

hornbook, and fold the corners. Tape each corner down. 

You now have a horn book!

Create Your Own 

Hornbook
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Blacksmith

What did a blacksmith do?

Where did this craft originate?

During this time period, what items did 

a blacksmith  make?

Explain the blacksmith  process:

Is this craft still made today? If 

yes, explain where and why.

Using a magazine or the 

internet find a picture of this 

craft today.
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